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Exploiting the online 
environment for 

pronunciation 
practice
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Session Structure

1. 5-step communicative 
framework for pronunciation

2. Articulation resources
3. Perception resources
4. Production resources
5. Discussion
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My teaching 
context:

March 2020

❏ Never taught online before.

❏ Unsure if a F2F pronunciation 
lesson would translate. 

❏ Unsure that I’d be able to do all 
the things I normally would in 
an online format.

March 2020: 

F2F lessons to online in a week
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The 5-step communicative framework for 
pronunciation teaching (Celce-Murcia et al, 2010)

Step 1 Description and analysis of articulation: oral and physical demonstration of how 
the feature is produced and when it occurs within spoken discourse. 

 Step 2 Listening discrimination: focused listening practice (ear training) with 
feedback on learners’ ability to correctly discriminate feature.

Step 3 Controlled practice: oral readings of minimal pair sentences, short dialogues, 
etc. with special attention paid to the highlighted feature in order to raise learner 
consciousness.

Step 4 Guided practice: structured communication exercises, such as 
information-gap activities or dictations that enable the learner to monitor 
for the specified feature.

Step 5 Communicative practice: less structured, contextualised fluency building 
activities (e.g. role play, problem solving) that require the learner to attend 
to both form and content of utterances.
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1: Description &  
analysis of articulation
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Resources: Exploit the visual
1. Exploit the visual of the screen with teacher/student side by side. Easy 
close ups, demos, miming sounds silently e.g., consonant clusters, vowels.

2. Seeing Speech for animations of articulation.

3. Pink trombone for interactive ‘play’ demonstrating the role of the 
articulators.

4. DIY visuals: ask students to create their own articulation visuals using 
their mobile phones and share them with the class in a google 
document/ Padlet or PPT.
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Seeing Speech.ac.uk
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Pink Trombone https://dood.al/pinktrombone/  

https://dood.al/pinktrombone/
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2. Perception training (ear training)
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Traditional activities in 
the breakout room
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Non-traditional 
online exercises
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Youglish.com
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Tube Quizard
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Production:
Controlled – Guided – Contextualised
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Traditional activities in 
the breakout room
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Production
Controlled

● Online drilling
● Minimal pair 

exercises 
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Production

Guided
● Dictation exercises 

using target features
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Production

Communicative
● Real life communicative scenarios 

with recyclable context and language
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Non-traditional 
online exercises
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Online options for productive practice  
Online instant dictation websites: https://dictation.io

https://dictation.io/
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• Vocaroo voice recording/sharing website

• Voice recording on mobile phone sent via email 

• Whatsapp/ social media groups

• Google drives

Additional online options (post-class)
Provide a stimulus (questions or topics) for which 
students produce spontaneous language, (hopefully) 
eliciting the target sounds you’ve been practising. 
Students share using:



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Examples
Quiz questions:
• What’s the opposite of tall? (short)
• What’s a synonym for ‘look for’ (search)
• What do you wear on your feet (shoes/ socks)
• Where can you go to see the ocean (beach)
• How can you travel across the ocean (ship)

Stimulus questions:
• Tell me about the last time you went to the beach.
• Have you ever been on a ship? When? 

Leave me a message scenarios:
• An apology for missing a lesson
• An excuse for why you couldn’t complete the homework
• A reason for changing our meeting time
• A request for help
• A recommendation for something I should try/ read/ see/ do

*Feedback: 
peer or tutor
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Giving 
Feedback

● Use Audacity to create audio recaps 
of lesson features.

● Record feedback directly onto 
student recordings using Audacity or 
audio software.
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Conclusion
• Both traditional and novel activities can be used 

to practice pronunciation in the online classroom.

• The online classroom can provide the ‘language 
lab’ capabilities a traditional classroom may not 
have, which can result in greater flexibility, more 
varied interactive activities, and hopefully 
engaged active learning!
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• Audacity:  https://www.audacityteam.org/download/ 
• Celce-Murcia, M., Brinton, D., & Goodwin, J. (with Griner, B.) (2010). 

Teaching pronunciation: A reference for teachers of English to speakers of 
other languages (2nd ed.). New York, NY: Cambridge University Press.

• https://dictation.io
• Pink Trombone: https://dood.al/pinktrombone/   
• Seeing Speech: seeingspeech.com   
• TubeQuizard: tubequizard.com 
• Vocaroo: vocaroo.com 
• Youglish: youglish.com 

Presentation Template: SlidesMania
Images: Unsplash/ Pixabay

https://www.audacityteam.org/download/
https://dictation.io/
https://dood.al/pinktrombone/
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Thank you!

Download a copy of this PPT from Glarcher.com

gemma.archer@strath.ac.uk

speakout@IATEFL.org

GL_archer

Gemma Archer

mailto:gemma.archer@strath.ac.uk
mailto:speakout@IATEFL.org
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Reflection 
and 

discussion

Take a screenshot of the following 
questions and discuss them in the 
breakout room:

1. Would any of the resources shown today 
support your students? If yes, what 
pronunciation features might they 
address?

2. Have you successfully used any other  
    websites/ technology to support    
    pronunciation in your classes?


