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Introduction

  
“99% of teaching is making students feel interested in the 
material. 1% is about your methods” 
    -Chomsky (1988, p 181) 

“most students now are digital natives, so social network 
services engage them by presenting material in a way that is 
familiar and comfortable for them.”  
    -Yunus , Salehi & Chenzi (2012)



Research Aims

The aims of my research were as follows- 
• to see which, if any, social networks and online learning sites my 

students engaged with, and to find out the types of online 
activity they genuinely enjoyed and which engaged them in the 
learning process. 
• to examine the feasibility of creating a simple, low maintenance 

group network where active interaction between students and 
teacher could be facilitated as part of the consolidation process.  
• to develop a system of using social media as an extra teaching 

resource to be used to consolidate and revise my lesson 
objectives.



Student and class profile  

The students are professional adults, ranging in age from 18-50 
The majority are in their 20’s, and all are computer, Internet 
and technology literate. 
The demographic is mainly South American.  
In my class there were two Koreans, two students from Spain, 
one from Italy and two from Morocco. 
My three classes were three different levels- Elementary (A1-
A1+), First Certificate preparation (B1+ - B2) and Advanced (B2+ 
- C1) 



Planning- possible issues? 

The school operates a rolling enrolment policy, every 6 weeks 
there is a level test week in the school and there are three 
distinct levels involved in the project. 
Plan- 
1. implement the research project between level test weeks. 
2. develop clear, simple ways to explain the project rationale 

with students from three different levels of English. 
3. Don’t panic 
4. Don’t procrastinate 
5. Really don’t procrastinate 
6. See points 4 and 5



Why am I doing this?

Action research is “conducted by teacher researchers to gather 
information about how they teach and how students learn” 

“ The information is gathered with the goals of gaining insight, 
developing reflective practice, effecting positive change in the 
school environment and on educational practices in general, and 
improving student outcomes” (Mills 2003/ Hopkins 2008) 



Method 

• Short in class 
presentation on 

the research 
project, its 
aims and 

objectives and 
data protection 

and ethical 
guidelines.

• In class 
monitored and 

assisted pre 
project 

questionnaire 
and ethical 

considerations 
permissons.

• Review of 
questionnair
e results and 
preparation 
of lesson on 
social media 

sites.

• Short in 
class lesson 
on setting 

up and 
using 

Edmodo and 
Facebook 
groups. 

• Feedback and 
troubleshooting 

of any issues 
with set up.

• Main project 
presentation- 

materials 
presented on 

social media sites. 
Students engage 
with materials 
autonomously, 
with teacher 

instruction given 
through social 

media.

• Post Survey 
Questionnaire 

via Survey 
Monkey to be 
delivered and 

completed 
through social 
media sites.

• Collect data, analyse 
findings and deliver 
report to TIRST and 
your good selves! 



Questionnaire Feedback   
(sample survey 32 students)  
Social media sites regularly used to learn English 

Social media sites 
regularly used to learn 

English
others 

7%

Instagram
15%

Netflix
20%

Youtube
20%

Facebook
38%

Facebook Youtube Netflix Instagram others 



Questionnaire Feedback  
(sample survey 32 students) Time spent on social media  

Time spent on social media 

Too much
29%

Just enough time
61%

Not enough time
11%

Not enough time Just enough time Too much



Questionnaire Feedback  
(sample survey 32 students)

Time spent on social media per day
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Questionnaire Feedback  
(sample survey 32 students)

Time spent studying English on social media sites per day
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Task planning-  
Which skill-based tasks work best on each 
platform?

• Facebo
ok

•Teacher
's blog

• Edmod
o



Task planning 

• Facebook 
• grammar 

awareness 
• speaking 
• writing

• Teacher's 
blog 

• listening 
• reading 
• grammar 

awareness

• Edmodo 
• reading 
• writing 
• listening 
• grammar 

awareness



Sample material 



Sample material 



Sample material 



Sample material 



Unexpected Difficulties 

What would your difficulties be and how could you plan 
and endeavour to avoid them? 
I created materials based on a coursebook syllabus for a 
specific level. 
My students aced their level tests 
The material was defunct because there was no longer 
syllabus link 
I decided to create new materials 



Survey results and Student feedback.  

Survey Monkey 
 3 ranking questions  
 1 open question 
19 respondents to the survey



SurveyMonkey results  
(sample survey 19 students)

Out of the three social media platforms, students 
preferred Facebook to all other social media sites.  
-Very good – 47.3%, (9 students) Excellent 15.7% (3 students)  

The majority of students rated the teacher’s blog as 
very good to excellent. 

-Very good- 42% (8 students)  Excellent 15.79% (3 students) 

 Edmodo was the platform which students were least 
likely to use at all or engage with.  
I didn’t use it/NA  48% (9 students)  



Survey Monkey Feedback

“It’s good for extra reading material and writing correction” 

“Using social media on a daily basis does help me to improve my 
English skills” 

“For extra study using social media I would recommend 
challenging ourselves using apps for learning new vocabulary and 
ways of expressing ourselves in a foreign language, such as cram 
or quizlet which are also fed by students through social media 
interaction”



Survey Monkey Student Feedback

“Perhaps making a deep research about something that you're 
interested in and try to explain to the class what was your 
research about” 

“(It) Is good as an extra information” 

“Your tips are great, Keith. I use a lot of them in my classes. :) 
Thank you.” 
“We must use social media. It's help us to lern.”



Implications for future practice?

I now set up a Facebook group for all my classes, and use it in 
lots of different ways-  
giving homework corrections  
doing surveys 
starting conversations and eliciting ideas pre-class 
linking relevant news stories, videos, songs etc 
letting students know about things happening in Dublin and 
around 
doing scavenger hunts 
giving pronunciation drills















One final thought- it is urgent for intellectual workers to get 
together. We can’t wait for someone else to make the first move, 
and we can’t pay rent with positive vibes  
alone.



Questions?

keithmurdiff@me.com 
@keithmurdiff 

Keith.murdiff.58 

www.keiththeteacher.blogspot.com 

This project was completed with the cooperation and assistance of IBAT 
College, Gosia Walczak my project mentor, Adrian Hurley and Anna 
Dayman of IBAT Temple Bar, Chris Farrell and Ben Beaumont of TIRST.

mailto:keithmurdiff@me.com
http://www.keiththeteacher.blogspot.com/
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