~acebook, Edmodo or your
own personal blog”
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Introduction

“99% of teaching is making students feel interested in the
material. 1% is about your methods”

-Chomsky (1988, p 181)

“most students now are digital natives, so social network
services engage them by presenting material in a way that is
familiar and comfortable for them.”

-Yunus , Salehi & Chenzi (2012)



Research Aims

The aims of my research were as follows-

* to see which, if any, social networks and online learning sites my
students engaged with, and to find out the types of online

activity they genuinely enjoyed and which engaged them in the
learning process.

* to examine the feasibility of creating a simple, low maintenance
group network where active interaction between students and
teacher could be facilitated as part of the consolidation process.

* to develop a system of using social media as an extra teaching
resource to be used to consolidate and revise my lesson
objectives.




The students are professional adults, ranging in age from 18-50

The majority are in their 20’s, and all are computer, Internet
and technology literate.

The demographic is mainly South American.

In my class there were two Koreans, two students from Spain,
one from ltaly and two from Morocco.

My three classes were three different levels- Elementary (A1-
A1+), First Certificate preparation (B1+ - B2) and Advanced (B2+
- C1)



Planning- possible issues?

The school operates a rolling enrolment policy, every 6 weeks
there is a level test week in the school and there are three
distinct levels involved in the project.

Plan-

1.
2.

o U1 DN W

implement the research project between level test weeks.

develop clear, simple ways to explain the project rationale
with students from three different levels of English.

. Don’t panic

. Don’t procrastinate

. Really don’t procrastinate
. See points 4 and 5



Why am | doing this?

Action research is “conducted by teacher researchers to gather
information about how they teach and how students learn”

“The information is gathered with the goals of gaining insight,
developing reflective practice, effecting positive change in the
school environment and on educational practices in general, and
improving student outcomes” (Mills 2003/ Hopkins 2008)



Method

presentation on
the research
project, its
aims and
objectives and
data protection
and ethical

In class
monitored and
assisted pre
project
questionnaire
and ethical
considerations
permissons.

 Review of
questionnair
e results and
preparation
of lesson on
social media
sites.

* Collect data, analyse
findings and deliver
report to TIRST and

your good selves!

Short in
class lesson
on setting
up and
using
Edmodo and
Facebook
groups.

Post Survey
Questionnaire
via Survey
Monkey to be
delivered and
completed
through social
media sites.

* Feedback and

troubleshooting
of any issues
with set up.

materials
presented on
social media sites.
Students engage
with materials
autonomously,
with teacher
instruction given




Questionnaire Feedback

(sample survey 32 students)
Social media sites regularly used to learn English

Social media sites
regularly used to learn
English

Instagram
15%
Facebook
38%

Netflix
20%

@® Facebook @ Youtube @ Netflix @ Instagram @ others



Questionnaire Feedback

(sample survey 32 students) Time spent on social media

Time spent on s‘a@i?;logmedia
_

® Not enough time @ Just enough time @ Too much



Questionnaire Feedback

(sample survey 32 students)

. Time spent on social media per day

Students (32)




Questionnaire Feedback

(sample survey 32 students)

Students (32)

Time spent studying English on social media sites per day

I 2-3 Hrs ) B 3-4Hrs I 4-5Hrs




Task planning-
Which skill-based tasks work best on eac
platform?

* Facebo W * Teacher
ok 's blog




Task planning

* Facebook

e grammar
awareness

 speaking
* writing

» Teacher's
blog

* listening
* reading

e grammar
awareness

Edmodo

reading
writing
listening

grammar
awareness




Sample material

Mc 1o BAT Fust Coeriicale SN cocs

Listening Fractics 1

Tum=d In {2} Dwe: August 16, 2017 3:00 pm

May the audio file, open th2 questions paper, Esten and =nswer the
cursrans chonsing nptinna 1 4 1 lsien only twien

Irst llaten i nrackins pdf pf
227 6K3
=

mumanah harker ndde and prajudlae =tandow ops
n (S e S — L D) —e 4

Likce = 1 Reply = Folloming Hag 15, 2017 12.47 AM

1 Ficio d.

: Hi Ksillt! il was a kil <illcullfor ir=. 22 you canses, ill iy o give il s oliea
shat
Like » Renly » 872 2017 2-35 A



Sample material
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Sample material

Still in
orhit-
The world’s
oldest

salellite.

Nearly 60 years age, the US Navy launched Vanguard-1 as a responsa
to the Scoviet Sputnik. Six decades on, it's still circling our planet.

3y Richard llollingham € Octoder 2017

=rom his desk a: the European Space Operations Centrs in Daimsiact,
Germany, space debris analvst Tim Flohrer keeps track of the 23,000 or so
cazloguad objects cumrently orbiting the Earth. They range from spacecraf: and
saellites — some working, most not — to ciscardec rocket stages and fragment=d
space hardware. All of them the result of 60 years of space expcration. Jsing
radar data and chservations frcm optcal telescop=s. T 'ohrer helps ensure none
of this space junk puts operational spacecrart at ns«.

Setore we speak, I've asked nim 1o check on obj2ct 1958-0028. a'so known as
Vanguard. 1) | | “The carlier satcllites,
sUch as Spuinic. nave all re-enferer e amosphere,” savs Flohrer “But |
csimate that Vanguard 1 will remain in orbit for sevcral hundred, if not a
‘hotsand years -~

Curniceived by Lhe Navdl Reszaich Laboralury (NRL) n 7953, Vanguard was o
be Amerca's first catellite programme. The Varcuard system consicted of a




Unexpected Difficulties

What would your difficulties be and how could you plan
and endeavour to avoid them?

| created materials based on a coursebook syllabus for a
specific level.

My students aced their level tests

The material was defunct because there was no longer
syllabus link

| decided to create new materials



Survey results and Student feedback.

Survey Monkey

3 ranking questions

1 open question

19 respondents to the survey



SurveyMonkey results

(sample survey 19 students)

Out of the three social media platforms, students
preferred Facebook to all other social media sites.
-Very good - 47.3%, (9 students) Excellent 15.7% (3 students)

The majority of students rated the teacher’s blog as
very good to excellent.

-Very good- 42% (8 students) Excellent 15.79% (3 students)

Edmodo was the platform which students were least
likely to use at all or engage with.

| didn’t use it/NA 48% (9 students)



Survey Monkey Feedback

“It’s good for extra reading material and writing correction”

“Using social media on a daily basis does help me to improve my
English skills”

“For extra study using social media | would recommend
challenging ourselves using apps for learning new vocabulary and
ways of expressing ourselves in a foreign language, such as cram
or quizlet which are also fed by students through social media
interaction”



Survey Monkey Student Feedback

“Perhaps making a deep research about something that you're
interested in and try to explain to the class what was your
research about”

“(It) Is good as an extra information”

“Your tips are great, Keith. | use a lot of them in my classes. :)
Thank you.”

“We must use social media. It's help us to lern.”



Implications for future practice?

| now set up a Facebook group for all my classes, and use it in
lots of different ways-

giving homework corrections

doing surveys

starting conversations and eliciting ideas pre-class
linking relevant news stories, videos, songs etc

letting students know about things happening in Dublin and
around

doing scavenger hunts
giving pronunciation drills



Keith Mirdiff cr=ated a poll e
February 1 al 11.55am

‘Nl housework do you rwally hale duimy? Clwoss you oplives and wiis
YOI 1ed=0ns undemesl,

i/ [oing th= irnning o e‘ -5
) Doirg ths lzundry O "
1 5

() Doing ths hoaverng

O Dolng th: dichcs o
1 Making tha h=d 6':
1 Marc Upbon
g Like (J Commmnt
O oz Faing and Meximme Lecempion v Seen Ly e yune

Keith Murdiff  czn” stand dzing tre ironing becauss i's rezly
boring!

Like - Reply - 2w O
. Cyhele | erminn Bhvays wher | oo in the [anndry there 1= a i
gusus Uwie. Tlas whiy | hzle go lhere
Lke I1Gply on 0
0 Kaith NuiTitt [hare & always a hig q ede At my
aundarelle [oo! Thal's whiy | halz guing e lou!
JC '.GDJY 2w

@ Cybcic Forming Vanesca Gir 0 Sioco gy |
ise - Reply - 2w

o Write & reply DECGETRT)

Keith Murdiff created a poll.
November 3, 2017

Should we go to see The Killing of a Sacred Deer today?

Add option
Y Like (J Comment
(O Pedro Muriel and Thaissa Torres v Seen by 15

0‘ Keka Vieira Yep ==

Like - Reply - 15w

‘ Thaissa Torres Yeeceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeees!llll ««

Like - Reply - 15w

Gabriel Godoy

Like - Reply - 15w

m Marina Maria Yep
Like - Reply - 15w

e Write a comment...



Keith Murdiff
September 15, 2017

Test answers people! Go crazy!

M ...

~ -———ent...
291952&type=38&ifg=1"

() Comment

v Seen by 12

©c®

Keith Murdiff
October 15, 2017

Hi everyone,

Please be advised that IBAT college is CLOSED tomorrow, Monday 16th
October 2017, due to the hurricane warning for Ireland tomorrow. The advice
from the Meteorological service is to avoid unnecessary travel and stay
indoors if possible. It should all be back to normal by Tuesday. Could you
please pass this message on to all the IBAT students you know.

Stay safe everyone and I'll see you on Tuesday. All the best,
Keith Murdiff

) Like () Comment
(O Pedro Muriel, Marina Nunes and 4 others v Seen by 14
Write a comment. ® 7,



Keith Murdiff shared z link. o
July 23, 2017

Hi Everybcdy,

Hera s the listening activity we cid this moming in class. Can you listen
again. and maks a sertence using some of the key vocaoulary, and asc
comment on anctha- student’s sentanca. Ikank you!

BBC Learnirg English - 6 Minute English / Old tech

Did yuu ever unn @ Walkinar ur a recoid player? Alice and Neil dscuss od lech aend
why the US Pertagon 31l uses flopgy disks

HBRLCIIV K
o Like () Comment

@ 's's Uchimura W S22nby U

o Keoith Murditt | nave 5 nostalgia 1or viryl and record players
beczuse it reminds me of my chidhood and my father.

Like - Reply - 29w O:
Baatriz Carvalho Me too. Me and my father colsci vinyl
records until nowadays.

Lise - Reply - 29w - Ccifed

Keith Mudill | have 4 neslaluiz wovinyl and recond plaver s
beczusE il emuncs me ol vy dhildhwod and miy Talher.

like - Repy - Y4w Q-
0 B=atriz Carvalhc Me oo. Me and my father colect vinyl
records uniil nowadavs.
Lise - Reply - 2Sw - Ediled

Q K2/t Murdliff My father hac collected records cince n2 was
a boy 2nd he has over 10LUIN

Li<e - Reply - 28w

0 ‘Milz @ 1eply. . Q@ » @

ISIS [ichimiira Whnen [ was 2 chlidd | rad nnly are Yinyl was the
sInger Yuya

Lika - Reply - 29w Q:

Q Bzatriz Carvalho | had all the Xuxa's LPs!! gy 4
LK2 - Reply 29w

0 ‘Writ= & reply.. G e M

Isis Uchimura | heve a nosielgia for VIIS cassefte bacause when |
was a child | recorded musics in V1 IS 1o listening afer

Like - Reply - 29w

‘ Mijares Sauceda Ricardo | had afarrari car as a
reproductor vhis when | was ¢ chilc | used to use H severa
times | had the first cnes star wars movies ir VHS I: was

wondarful io heard the launching c¢f New movies in the
following vears

Like - Reply - 2Sw

0 Katn Murdifr | used to record my favaurta prgrammes on
VHS, Hicky Vijares
Li<e - Reply - 28w



i

Is1s Uchimura | love party retro because It's very unny peopla
dance and they dress wth rairo cloiles and the songs are great for
mc

Likz - Reply - 29w O
o Kcith Murdiff | went to a retre party last Now Year and we

all dressed like 70's disco dancas. It was a lot of fun.

Like - Reply - 2Sw

o V\rite a reply... (? @ E'—; ':g

Aeliiz Cavalhio | hwe =2 es agence o7 econd playeis beiause il
Dacame 2acler to find vinyls againl

Like - Reply - 20w ©:
ﬂ Ricardo Marzolinl | agree with ycu. | spent 2 iot of time

looking tor 3 vinvl ot Creedence andrcw/ I can ind tin any
music chep.

Like - Reply - 29w O:
‘ M']al'es Sauceda Ricarco | aJee with you Too ., butlk's3

ﬂm that may'TQ ccing to bs S0 axpencve

Likc Roply 29w 0

» Vew more reples
o Write a reply... G @& D

Narhalla RIbelro | hava nostalcla for ioppy disk berause wren |
was a child my rather used a lot 1o work.

‘Nhen | wes a child | had many V1 1S cassele of ire “ratbum
casile”... See Mure

ke - Reply - 79w Fited Q:

‘ Mijares Sauceda Ricarco Ch ! Thos= fioppy dis<s a lot of
memuies aboul hal | although 2y 22 no vnger exislin
commnn shops &# hey're aiMcait ta ind for

Nathalia Ribciro ' have nestalgia for floppy d<k becausc when |
was a child my father used a lct to work.

men | wEs achiid I raad mary VS rassete of the 'rattiim
castie” .. See Nore

Like - Reply - 20w - Edited 0:
. Mijares Saucada Ricardo O | Those fioppy disk s a ot of

memoriss sbcut that . Although they are ne lenger €xst N
common chops &* fhey're dif cult to find for

Like - Reply - 29 O
’ Keith Murditt Natrala Ribeiro, ycu should insite your

mether te Cuklin o csledrate her 50t birfhday- we can kave
arctrc party in the clcegl!

Like - Reply - 29w O
° Keith Murditt Ricky Mijare< floppy dicks are hard 1c find

bacauzs the US milita~y have them all-
hitp-/Avww.bbe.commnows/worlkd us canada 36325839

US nuclear foree still uses floppy
disks - BEC News

-

- BBC.COM
Likc Rcply Fcmove Preview 20w O

‘ Mijares Sauceda Ricardo Kzith Murdif just because Fey

Shill bave an oil equpeenl syst=zm Toe Iheic wiorcking il's ool
rarl

Like - Reply - 20w O

o Keith Murdiff | know! It's crazy isn't 1?2
| ke - Reply - 74w

Mijarcs Sauccda Ricardo Yes | know
Like - Reply - 29w

4

M | \Write & renh [~

()



lg Rirardo Marzaolinl | have crea” memaries of the finppy dick’s
-~

gamec. My first gama that | play2d was a floppy disk on my cld FC.

In the movie "Saving Mrivate Ryan" appeared a record player ai the
most ncstakyic moment of the movie. And | have a rcstalgie forths
movie kecauss | saw twith my mum. ... See Muie

Lke - Reply - 29w

' Mijares Sauceda Ricardo Wnan | heard in cizss about th2 ticppy
dick | jus: had z flashback whan | wag in primary 100l and the

tecachcr was teaching about how 1o use Micresoft Office to the class
-1 really liked that clazs
| wes 8 years 0/d and | just wanted to Fern my own trurpet to the
qirl thet | liked , showing her my abilities of IT . It did really put me
vay nosialgic in the moming because righ: nowl'm24 .
I"dwish o gel & Noppy dsk maybe in d iesaigerce of loppy disks
bul nbyianedy walhvmoe sreruny spAce A nal andy 63 Mgbyles

Like - R2ply - 29w

. Keith Murdiff blow your own trumpetit
Like - Reply - 29w

@  Vwitc arcply.. & T 6 @

Q Scng Ah Choi When i went to George's Sirae: Arcade, | saw metro
c/cthes shop. Clothas were so qorgeous and cooritl. But ' couldnt
buy ther because it wasr't my stvle.

1 first saw a Ticppy disk when | was In elementary <chool. At that
time, ticppy disk Was $0 amazing to me. So, | kept puting it on 7y
computar.

| shoulc make preseatation §lz for TE exar. | need to comaile
some irformafion bafors create a ppt.

1 1ke - Raply - 79w O:
O Keith Murdiff Song Ah Choi, when | was z feenager, ws Lsed to go

£noo0irg in tha retro shops in Gaorces Sirast Arcade and Templs
barll

Like - Reply - 29w

‘ Write a roamment NN M A



Keith Murdiff
November 11, 2017 \B Vitoria Campos

Group selfie with santa claus!

oY Like () Comment

O Thaissa Torres v Seen by 16

) Like () Comment

OO Alethéa Magginni Reatriz Gilli and & nthers v Seen hy 1§ @ Keith Murdiff Hooray! One point!!
Like - Reply



One final thought- it is urgent for intellectual workers to get
together. We can'’t wait for someone else to make the first move,
and we can't pay rent with positive vibes

alone. .. I

il

- ung&g :
3 E’E
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Questions?

keithmurdiff@me.com

@keithmurdiff
Keith.murdiff.58

www. keiththeteacher.blogspot.com

This project was completed with the cooperation and assistance of IBAT
College, Gosia Walczak my project mentor, Adrian Hurley and Anna
Dayman of IBAT Temple Bar, Chris Farrell and Ben Beaumont of TIRST.
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