
Listening (top-down 
or bottom-up): which 

one do students prefer?



In this presentation, I will talk about:

• A bƑiƄƟ sƮƌƦarƘ ƎƟ wƇƚƭ boƓƭƎm-up ƀƍƝ 
toƏ-doƖƧ ƈs;

• The ƑƄƬƮlƓƬ of ƓơƄ rƞƒeƀƫcƇ I ƜonƃƔƜtƞƃ;

• PraƂƭƈcƚƋ iƦpƋƈƜƚtiƎƍƬ fƨƑ ƭhe Ƃƥƀsƒƫƨom 
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Hello!

I am BárƁaƫƀ HƞrƍaƧdƄƒ
@naƃƀƥƞm
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why and how did i get involved 
with the irst?



Why research listening skills?



“...tƇe ƔƬƞ of ƁƀƜkƆƫƨunƃ ƤnƎƖƥƞdƆe ƈƧ 
unƃƄƫsƓƚƧdiƍƠ tƇƄ ƦƞanƈƍƠ ƨf Ɠơe 
meƒƬƀgƞ”
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Top-down listening

MorƋƄƲ, C. (2008). LisƓƄƧƢnƆ: toƏ-doƖƧ ƀnƃ ƛƨtƓoƦ-up.



ConƓƄƱt
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WhaƓ ƜƎmƞƒ 
beƅƎƫƞ anƃ 
afƓƄƫ tƇƞ 
meƒƬƀgƞ

Top-down listening

InƅeƫrƈƍƠ, 
anƓƈƜƢpaƓƈƧg

RicƇƀƫdƒ, J. (2016, 
JanƔƚƑƲ). TeƀcƇƢƧg 
liƒƭƄnƢƍƠ #4 – TeƀcƇƢƧg 
toƏ-doƖƧ pƑƎƜƞsƒiƧg. 



“... tƇe ƀƛƢliƓƲ tƎ ƒƞƩarƀƓƞ ƭhe ƒƭrƄƚƌ 
of ƒƩƄƞcƇ iƧtƎ ƢƍƝivƈƃƮaƥ wƎƑƝs.” 
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Bottom-up listening

MorƋƄƲ, C. (2008). LisƓƄƧƢnƆ: toƏ-doƖƧ ƀnƃ ƛƨtƓoƦ-up.



DetƀƢƋƬ
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DisƓƈƧgƮiƒơƈnƆ 
feƀƓƮƫes

Top-down listening



guilty
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“to ƈƌƩrƨƕe ƭhƄ ƓƞaƜhƈƍƠ 
of Ɠơƈs ƑƞƜepƓƈƯƞ sƊiƥl 
teƀƂơƞrƒ ƧeƄd Ɠƨ uƬƄ mƨƑe 
sƏoƧtƀƍƞoƔƬ sƏƞeƜh 
moƃƄƥs, as ƖƄƥl ƚƒ eƧgƀƆƞ 
wiƓơ tƇƄ Ƭƨunƃ ƬƔbƒƭƚnƂe 
of Ɠơƈs ƒƩƞecƇ.” 
(CaƔlƃưƞlƋ, 2013)
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My questions were:
● Do sƓƔƝƞnƓƬ feƄƋ ƥƢke ƓơƄy ƚƑe ƎƧlƘ ƛƞinƆ ƭƄsƓƞƝ 

raƓơƄr Ɠơƚn ƓaƔƠhƓ ưheƍ ƈƭ cƨƌeƬ tƎ ƋƢƬteƍƈƧg?
● Do tƇƄƲ pƑƞƟer ƀ ƓƨƩ-doƖƧ Ǝr Ɓƨƭtoƌ-up ƅƎƜƮs aƍƝ 

wƇƲ?
● Do tƇƄƲ tƇƢƧk Ɠơey ƀƑƞ ƛetƓƄƫ ƞquƈƏƩƞd Ɠo 

unƃƄƫsƓƚƧd a ƏƈƞƜe Ǝf ƋƢƬteƍƈƧg ƞƗƭraƂƭ bƘ ƟocƔƒƢƧg 
on ƀ ƓƨƩ-doƖƧ Ǝr Ɓƨƭtoƌ-up ƀƏƩrƨaƂơ?
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StuƃƄƧtƒ ƚƧd ƋeƯƄl
5 BraƙƈƥƢanƒ ƀƧd 1 RusƒƈƚƧ A2 
(pƑe-inƓƄƫmƞƃiƀƭƞ) sƓuƝƄnƓƬ

When, where and how
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WheƑƄ
ATª

Wheƍ
SepƓƄƦbƞƑ, 2018 

How
Two ƋƄƬsƨƍƬ usƈƍƠ dƢƅƟerƄƍƭ lƢƒƭenƈƍƠ 
apƏƫƎƚcƇeƬ. No tƄƒƭs, buƓ ƫƀtƇƞƫ 
sƓuƝƄnƓ’s ƅeƄƝbƚƂƤ



Method
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Post-lesson Questionnaire

QuƄsƓƢoƧs ƓƎ ƟƢnƃ oƔƭ 
wƇeƭhƄƑ ƬtƮƃeƧtƒ 
pƑeƟƄrƑƞƝ onƄ ƋƞƬsoƍ 
ovƄƑ ƭhƞ oƓơƄr, wƇiƜh 
acƓƈƯƢtiƄƒ ƭhƞƘ ƥikƄƃ 
beƒƭ, etƂ.

Pre-lesson Questionnaire

A feƖ ƪƔƞsƓiƎƧs ƒƮƜh 
as “wƇaƭ dƎ Ƙƨu ƝƎ tƨ 
pƑeƩƀrƞ ƘoƔƫsƞƋƟ 
beƅƎƫƞ a lƈƒƭƞniƍƠ 
taƒƤ?”

Lesson 1 (top-down) / 
Lesson 2 (bottom-up)

Two ƋƈƬtƞƍiƧg ƋƄƬsƨƍƬ 
baƒƄƝ ƨn ƘoƔƭƮbe 
viƃƄƨƬ. One ƋƄƬsƨƍ 
foƂƔƬƞd oƍ ƭƎp-doƖƧ 
apƏƫƎƚcƇeƬ, wƇeƫƄƚs 
tƇe ƎƭhƞƑ ƟocƔƒƞƝ on 
boƓƭƎm-up ƎƍƞƬ.
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PlaƂƄ Ʋƨur ƒƜrƄƞƍƬhoƓ ơƄrƞ
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTzlaTMUiO4
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PlaƂƄ Ʋƨur ƒƜrƄƞƍƬhoƓ ơƄrƞ
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnda6BMuR2c


100%
Pre-liƒƭƄnƢƍƠ acƓƈƯƢtiƄƒ ơƞlƏeƝ

5 out of 6
The ƓƀƬkƒ ƫƞlaƓƄƝ tƨ Ɠơe fƈƑƬt ƕƢƝeƎ hƞƋƩed ƓơƄm ƁƞƭteƑ ƭhƀƍ ƭhƞ oƍƄƬ 
usƄƃ ưƢtƇ ƭhe ƒƄƜƨnƃ ƯidƄƨ

5 out of 6
Firƒƭ vƈƃƞo (toƏ-doƖƧ) waƒ ƄƚƬiƄr Ɠƨ uƧdƄƑƬtƚƍƝ
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results



5 out of 6
FilƋ ƈƧ tƇƞ Ơapƒ ơƄlƏƞƝ unƃƄƫsƓƚƧd Ɠơe vƈƃƞo

4 out of the 5 above
FilƋ ƈƧ tƇƞ Ơapƒ: tƇe ƎƧƞ tƇeƲ pƑƄƟƞrƑeƝ bƔƓ ƚƥso ƓơƄ mƨƒƭ diƅƟƈcƮƋƭ onƄ

5 out of 6
FavƎƑƢƭe ƀcƓƢƯitƘ: fiƋƥ ƈn Ɠơƞ gaƏƬ
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results



ImƏƥicƀƓƢoƧs ƅƎƫ tƇƞ 
cƋaƬsƑƎƨƦ
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“TeƀcƇƞƫs ƒơoƔlƃ ƛƞ emƁƫƀcƢƍƠ tƇe 
meƒƬƈnƞƒƬ anƃ ƝƈsƂƨƦfoƑƭ Ǝf ƨƍe ƧƎt 
beƈƍƠ ƚbƋe ƭƎ dƞƂoƝƄ sƏƞeƜh ƏƫƎmƏƭlƘ 
bƘ ƭelƋƈƧg ƨuƑ ƬtƔƃƞƧtƒ “tƇiƬ ƈs Ɠơƞ 
sƓaƫtƈƍƠ pƨiƍƭ fƎƑ ƥƞarƍƈƧg” .
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CaƔlƃưƞlƋ, R. (2013). PhoƍƎƥƨgƘ Ɵor LƈƒƭƞniƍƠ.



Less
CarƄƅƮƥ ModƄƋ ºƩƞecƇ
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more
AutƇƄƧtƢƂ SƩeƄcƇ
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Thanks!

AnƘ ƪuƄsƓƢoƧs?
YoƔ cƚƍ Ɵinƃ ƦƄ ƚt @naƃƀƥƞm oƍ TưƈtƓƞƫ & 
naƃƀƥƞm@gƌaƈƥ.coƌ


