


So you think you love reading?



Then how much do you read every 
day? 





Informative
 To inform and educate the reader about a specific topic 

(non- fiction)

 Examples: 

1. Textbooks

2. Newspapers and magazines

3. Science/ history books

4. Instructions



Expressive
 To vividly represent the feelings, wishes and thoughts 

of the speaker or the meaning and feeling conveyed in 
a story.

 Examples: 

1. Narratives 

2. Novels

3. Poetry



Operative
 Persuasive: to persuade or convince the reader of 

something

 Examples:

1. Propaganda

2. Persuasive writing

3. Advertisements 



 Which of these types would students be more 
responsive to in class? Why?

 Which would you enjoy teaching more?

 How do you choose your reading texts? 



Choosing a Text
1. Readability

2. Suitability

3. Exploitability

4. Variety

5. Length

6. Authenticity

7. Layout



“Sir, if I were your wife I’d put 
poison in your tea!”

“Ma’am, if I were your 
husband I’d drink it!”





Before we start
 Here are some words related to this.



“Everything that I say is a lie.”



paradox
(noun)





rapport

(noun)





hierarchical 
(adjective)







Stages, Techniques and 
Subskills



1. Prediction Task 

to activate students’ schemata; i.e., to bring forward 
the reader’s background knowledge and experience of 
the topic



2. Pre-teach lexis/vocabulary

to eliminate any blocking vocabulary that may hinder 
their understanding ( can also be useful in 
expanding their vocabulary)



3. Reading for gist 

for students to develop the skill of skimming the text 
for the main idea ( global understanding)

- Can we dispense with the gist question?



4. Reading for specific information

for students to develop the skill of scanning the text for 
certain pieces of information



5. In- depth Reading

for students to read the text more closely for deeper 
meaning and more detailed information



Types of questions for each 
subskill



Gist
 Titles

 Subheadings

 What does the text say…

 Choose the main idea

 Match the picture

 Choose the summary

 Jigsaw reading



Specific info
 Yes/ No questions

 Wh- questions

 T/F questions

 Choose/ Correct the summary

 Gap-filling



In-depth reading
 Pronoun reference

 Contextual meaning

 Facts vs. opinions

 Inferring information

 Writer’s purpose and attitude

 Opinion questions



Assessing Questions
(Source: Teaching Reading Skills Christine Nuttall 1996)

1. Can the questions be answered without reading the text?

2. Are there several questions on every part?

3. Are there enough questions?

4. Are the questions varied in type?

5. Do some questions try to make the students aware of the 
strategies a reader needs?

6. Do the questions help the Ss understand?

7. Are the questions written in language that is more 
difficult than the text?

8. Do the answers require language that is beyond the 
students’ proficiency?



The Teacher’s Role



Wrong Kind of help?
 There are some misconceptions that may hinder the 

students during reading. Let’s examine some of the 
commonly used activities. 

(Source: Teaching Reading Skills In a Foreign Language-
Christine Nuttal 1996)



Testing instead of teaching

 The teacher asks questions and the students get some 
wrong and some right. If the teacher doesn’t do more 
than that then the activity is intended to find out what 
students can do. What has this taught them? Not very 
much. (p. 34)



Doing what the reader must do for 
himself
 Reading the text aloud: associating the printed marks 

with the spoken language he knows

 Beginning by explaining or summarizing the text: 
making sense of the text

While these activities are valid in some circumstances, 
they do not promote independent skills of silent 
reading. (p.34) 



Promoting Learning
1. Scaffolding 

Instead of carrying your students like babies to their 
destinations, urge them to step up from their current level one 
step at a time. (p.36) 

 Encouraging: urge them to have a try, praise them for what 
they get right

 Prompting: help them complete the task by giving them cues; 
asking easier questions; setting supplementary tasks

 Probing: finding out why a student has given a particular 
answer, see where they went wrong

 Modeling: showing them appropriate ways of doing things 

 Clarifying: giving examples, explaining and so on



Reading Difficulties
 What challenges are likely to face second language 

readers?



 Interest

Anxiety/ stress

Attention

Speed

Vocabulary



The Vocabulary Problem 
1. Freeing students from the dictionary (not every word needs 

to be looked up)

2. Lexical items not words

3. Active, receptive and throwaway  vocabulary (not all 
words are equally important)

4. Learning when to ignore difficult words (you need to 
help your students with this one)



Word Attack Skills
1. Structural Clues
a. Grammatical Function (word class: place in the sentence)

Example: 

The sploony urdle departed.

b. Morphology (shape of the word: internal structure)

Examples: 

UNkind/ UNkindNess/etc.



2. Inference from Context

 What does “tock” mean?

- While inferring is not easy for all readers, it’s a skill 
that can be developed. The teacher needs to convince 
the students that it is possible to infer, then encourage 
them to do so by providing them with exercises and 
training them by continuous practice of intensive 
reading.



Example
 She poured the water into a tock.

 Then, lifting the tock, she drank.

 The tock slipped from her hand and broke.

 Only the handle remained in one piece.



3. Using a Dictionary

 It is essential for students to realize they can cope 
without a dictionary; however, looking up words is still 
a skill that can help the students.

 This can be helpful by deciding which words to look 
up, knowing how to navigate through the dictionary 
and being familiar with the information offered.



Post- reading production
a. Speaking: 
1. Drama, simulation and roleplay
2. Debate and discussion 
3. Reading aloud
4. Survey

b. Writing
1. Giving opinion and explanation
2. Writing a tourist brochure/ documentary film/ dialogue
3. Write alternative reports
4. Recount a story from a different point of view
5. Write five personal statements supported by information from 

the text



Any questions?




