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Using the Lexical approach 
to integrate, outline and 

develop areas of 
pronunciation
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What is the Lexical Approach?
The lexical approach is a way of analysing and teaching 
language based on the idea that it is made up of lexical units 
rather than grammatical structures. The learners aim is to 
acquire these  “chunks of language”. 

Chunks include:
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What is the Lexical Approach?
The lexical approach is a way of analysing and teaching 
language based on the idea that it is made up of lexical units 
rather than grammatical structures. The learners aim is to 
acquire these  “chunks of language”. 

- Seth Lindstromberg & Frank Boers 2016

Chunks include:
• Idioms (it’s raining cats and dogs)
• Proverbs (make hay while the sun shines)
• Common collocations (heavy rain) 
• Phrasal verbs (lashing down)
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Correct Lexis Incorrect Lexis

I go to zoo yesterday I go to zoo tomorrow

I go to zoo now I go to park now

I go zoo tomorrow He go zoo tomorrow

Why Lexis over Grammar?

Incorrect Grammar Correct Grammar

I go to zoo yesterday I went to the zoo yesterday

I go to zoo now I am going to the zoo now

I go zoo tomorrow I’ll go to the zoo tomorrow
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grammar mistake rarely does”
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How did I use pronunciation before?
Grammar 

point
Meaning Form Pronunciation

Used to Used “used to” for 
something you did 
regularly in the 
past, but don’t do 
now.

(+) Subject + used to + base 
form of verb + object

(-)  Subject + did not + use 
to + form of verb + object

(?) Question word + did + 
Subject +use to + base form 
of verb + object

Strong form:

/ju:st tu:/

Weak form

/ju:stə/
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Why the Lexical Approach?
• Language is more descriptive than prescriptive
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• Descriptive –v- prescriptive
• Language evolves 
• Language for communication
• Learners producing grammar, but not fluently.  
• Include words often used together
• Includes all aspects of pronunciation

Why the Lexical Approach?
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So what features are there in 
pronunciation?
• Phonemes - sounds
• Stress - where a word or sentence is “strong”
• Intonation - when  we go up or down in tone
• Assimilation - sounds in separate words change when 

they are put together in speech
• Elision - The omission of sounds, syllables or words 

in speech. 
• Juncture - It is the relationship between two 

successive syllables in speech
• Linking/intrusion - when sounds are joined together 

or when a sound is inserted between two others to 
make them easier to say.
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Can I have some examples?
• Phonemes – /b/ /r/ /aɪ/ /n/

• Stress
• My son baked a cake yesterday
• My SON baked a cake yesterday
• My son BAKED a cake yesterday
• My son baked  A cake yesterday
• My son baked a CAKE yesterday
• My son baked a cake YESTERDAY

• Intonation

• “can I have some examples?
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Can I have some examples?
• Assimilation – 

• 'white bag‘ => 'wipe bag' 

• Elision
• 'I don't know' =>I dunno
• Fish and chips => Fish ‘n’ Chips

• Juncture 
• A name = an aim
• That stuff = that’s tough

• Linking/intrusion
• ‘I did it!' => ‘I didit'. 
• ‘I am' => ‘I yam'.
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• Linking/intrusion
• ‘I did it!' => ‘I didit'. 
• ‘I am' => ‘I yam'.
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How can I integrate pronunciation?

1. What your learner outcomes?
2. What language they need to achieve their 

outcome?
3. Identify blocking language (domain)
4. Look at the phonetics
5. How do I (or ask your colleagues say/use the 

language? 
6. Prepared to highlight weak forms/elision etc. 
7. Board all chunks of language on the board.
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1. Learner outcomes?
2. What language?
3. Blocking language?
4. Phonetics?
5. How is language said?
6. Now you’re prepared!
7. Use language in class!
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Where can I write this on the 
board?
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Where can I board this?
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What else can I do to practice/ 
integrate pronunciation?
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• Spelling quiz
• Minimal pairs
• Tongue twisters
• Phoneme Bingo
• Phoneme Chains

mailto:teacher.brian@hotmail.com


What else can I do to practice/ 
integrate pronunciation?

teacher.brian@hotmail.com Teacher Brian CES Dublin                @teacher_brianBrian Duignan

• Spelling quiz
• Minimal pairs
• Tongue twisters
• Phoneme Bingo
• Phoneme Chains

mailto:teacher.brian@hotmail.com


Spelling Quiz
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• Names – /braɪn/
• Objects – /ꞌteɪ.bəƖ/ 

• Places - /ꞌdʊb.Ɩɪn/  
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Spelling Quiz
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• Names – /braɪn/ = Brian
• Objects – /ꞌteɪ.bəƖ/ = Table

• Places - /ꞌdʊb.Ɩɪn/ = Dublin  
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Minimal Pairs  /i:/  and  /ɪ/
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Say & record Listen & write Listen & write Listen & write

Sheep

Lick

Cheek

Peel

Ship

Leak

chick

Pill

.

.

.
.f
o
l
d
.
.
.
.
.

.

.

.
.f
o
l
d
.
.
.
.
.

.

.

.
.f
o
l
d
.
.
.
.
.
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Tongue Twisters /i:/  and  /ɪ/
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sheep     lick       cheek     peel       ship         leak            chick        pill

• Cheeky sheep lick chicks on leaky ships
• Chicks peel leaks on the ship for sheep
• The sheep and the chick lick leaks, peels and pills
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Phoneme Bingo
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i: æ ɪ

ʌ ʊ ɔ:

ə ɒ ɑ:

e ʌ ʊ

ɒ ɪ ɔ:

ɑ: ɜ: ə

æ ɪ ʌ

e i: ʊ

ə u: ɔ:

ə u: i:

ɑ: ɜ: e

ɪ ɔ: ɒ

A B

C D

ɜ: - bird
ə - computer
ɑ: - car
ɪ - fish
ɒ - clock
ɔ: - horse
ʊ - bull
ʌ - up
æ - cat
i: - tree
u: - boot
e -egg
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You hear You say

start /e/

 /ɒ/ /ɔ:/

/ɪ/ /u:/

A B C

Phoneme chain

You hear You say

/u:/ /æ/

/ɔ:/ /ʌ/

/i:/ /ɪ/

You hear You say

/æ/ /ɒ/

/e/ /i:/

/ʌ/ finish
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