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• Fashion 

• Novelty 

• Tradition 

• Authority 

• Ideology



Ideology 



Progressive education 

• Student centric 

• Authenticity 

• Facilitator 

• Reject ‘factory model’

• Skills focus 

• 21st century skills 

• Creativity 



Progressive education 

Throw them out the 
window boys!



Traditional education 

• Teacher centric 

• Artificial 

• Knowledge focus 

• Sage on the stage 

• Transmission 

• Rote memorisation 

• Drilling 



Free enquiry 





1. FREE INQUIRY 





The Romantic Humanist tribe

• ‘Brain based’ 

• Holistic 

• New age spiritual 

• Pseudoscientific 

• Concerned with ‘affect’



• NLP 

• Brain gym 

• Mozart effect 

• Suggestopedia 

• Accelerated learning

• Multiple intelligences 

• Existential intelligence

• Left brain /right brain 



Suggestopedia 

• Learning can be accelerated 5 - 50x using  suggestopedia 
“…1,000 words had been learned in a day" (Ostrander & 
Schroede 1979:15)

• “[suggestology] is a method of…making use of the unknown 
reserves, powers and abilities of the human mind.” (Lozanov 
1971:292)

• “the method appeared to improve health and cure 
stress-related illnesses” Ostrander & Schroeder (1979: 33)

• “Analysis of language acquisition data revealed no 
significant improvement across the five-week experimental 
period. “(Wagner & Tilney 1983:5)



• Pioneer of parapsychology 
“everyone is psychic” 
(1971:281)

• 20 years work on 
precognition

• “Telepath is an inexpensive 
and promising 
communication system” 
(1971:293)



"The stories about Vanga 
Dimitrova are not fantasies...She 
is extraordinarily 
talented....Vanga does read the 
future…she has psychic 
capabilities..." (1971:275)



2. RESPECT FOR SCIENCE 



The Post-Modern tribe 

• Nothing is knowable

• Individual experience is 
all there is 

• There is no best 
method 

• Every classroom is 
unique 



“I cannot prove or provide evidence to others 
that what I do is good or successful teaching, but 
I also do not seek to offer evidence or prove it. 
Partly this is because I don't believe that 
anything in teaching is provable. I don't believe 
that any solutions, approaches, techniques, 
ideas etc are bottlable and pass-on-able. They 
always change mid-air. What is good for my 
students may be a disaster with yours.” 
(Scrivener 2016, para 6) 



The evidence trap

‘there is no truth’ <- is this true? 



New Oriental debate 



New Oriental debate 

• 'some of the better teachers that we saw.‘
• classes with younger students were particularly 

'interactive and engaging'
•  'so you're saying it possible to learn a language 

without actively using it? I'm having real trouble 
buying into this'. 

• 'I simply can't believe that a silent student who 
listens and copies and then goes home and 
memories lists of words will learn more 
successfully than [one taught using CLT]’



'CLT doesn't work in our context'.  



Knowledge 

“Without [the SLA] knowledge base, 
‘anything goes’, and our status as 
professionals, as opposed to peddlers 
of snake oil, is seriously jeopardised.” 
(Thornbury 2016, para 7)



3. RESPECT FOR 
KNOWLEDGE 



The ‘Critical’ tribe 

• The classroom should 
be explicitly political 

• Societal change 
through ‘praxis’ is the 
aim of education 

• Oppressors V 
oppressed 



The banking model 

• ‘mechanical’  (Freire 2000: 
72). 

• inhibits [students’] creative 
power”(Freire 2000: 81) 

• “In the banking concept of 
education, knowledge is a gift 
bestowed by those who 
consider themselves 
knowledgeable upon those 
whom they consider to know 
nothing”(Freire 2000:72).



Critical thinking = knowledge  

Students sometimes complain of feeling 
intimidated by the ‘serious’ nature of the 
content, and the focus on reading and writing 
may curb their willingness to speak freely when 
that opportunity is given. This paper aims to 
discuss the potential benefits of using music in 
the EAP classroom to lower students’ ‘affective 
filter’

“thinking which discerns an indivisible 
solidarity between the world and the people 
and admits of no dichotomy between them" 



Critical thinking

“its philosophical foundations are 
simply taken for granted, as if they 
were unproblematic.”(Hammersley 
1997:244)



4. CRITICAL THINKING



PROBLEMS WITH 
RESEARCH



There is too much of 
it 









It’s inaccessible



Slim pickings



Research: slim pickings

• Corpus research 
• Extensive reading 
• Error correction 

–both kinds 
• Self testing 
• Spaced practice 
• Internal syllabus
• Dictionary use 

• NLP
• Suggestopedia 
• brain gym 
• Brain myths 
• Semantic sets 
• Learning pyramid
• the Mozart effect 



Teachers are not 
interested



PROBLEMS WITH 
RESEARCH



Replication 



5. SELF CRITICAL 



• uncomfortable 

• cost money 

• Look uncool 

• Reduce personal freedom 

• people continue to die in car accidents despite 
their use



“For all its beauty, honesty, and effectiveness at 
improving the human condition, science 
demands a terrible price—that we accept what 
experiments tell us about the universe, whether 
we like it or not. It’s about consensus and 
teamwork and respectful critical argument, 
working with, and through, natural law. It 
requires that we utter, frequently, those hateful 
words—'I might be wrong.‘ (Brin 2012)



Thanks for listening! 
Any questions 


