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Context
The challenge (aka the opportunity)

® Young learners 9-11 years old
® Timetable change: twice weekly, hour-long lessons to daily 30-minute lessons
® Actively asking for “homework™

® Freed from the confines of classroom time, space and resource

® No classroom walls to decorate, but an online space visible to my students



Method

1. Planning a unit with both a specific theme and product aim over a week or
fortnight with input and production, in and out of class.

2. Lessons with specific focus:

® \/ocabulary (elicit) and present
® |nformation input (CLIL style)
® Writing/drafting

3. Set the project as a weekend “homework” at the end of the week/fortnight to
be uploaded to the platform for everyone to see.



Example Unit

Animals, Habitats and the Environment - Week One
® Elicit and present vocabulary for different habitats (their characteristics, the
animals that live there, the environmental problems they face)

® British Council lesson materials about different habitats and problems in the
habitats.

¢ FoIIowmg 2 model paragraph about the rainforest, write about the Arctic.




Example Unit

Animals, Habitats and the Environment - Week Two

® Elicit and present types of animals (birds, reptiles, etc) and parts of each -
reinforce with a guessing game

® Using a model to write about two animals.
® CLIL Materials for problems in the environment and solutions

® (Game to reinforce language (and reward hard work)



Outcomes 1

Qualitative

1. | was impressed with their enthusiasm and inspired by their prior knowledge
especially for the environment project.

2. The learners were keen to get creative and share their ideas and knowledge.

3. The projects gave more autonomy to the students than | would normally give
In the classroom — a lesson to take back with me to the physical classroom
— and allowed them to explore areas of interest to them in the target
language.

® | |earned about some animals that | didn’t know much about, the Iberian
Lynx for example.



OCEAN DESERT

Weather is depend of the ocean. Weather is very hot and dry
There live squids sarks and fish and There live scorpions and
there are seaweeds roks and corals . ome snakes
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This is the jungle. In this habitat the
weather is warm and live monkeys,
snakes, spiders... One problem of the
jungle is the deforestation. The solution
is recycling paper.

The snake is an animal of the jungle. Is
very long, usually measures five meters
but can reach more than seven. They are
carnivorous and they belong to the
reptile family. They have no legs and
arms and they have a very big mouth.
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Questions

"’ ?

Thanks for listening o
chris_elt

Phrasally Verbocious Podcast
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