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Context
The challenge (aka the opportunity)

• Young learners 9-11 years old

• Timetable change: twice weekly, hour-long lessons to daily 30-minute lessons

• Actively asking for “homework”

• Freed from the confines of classroom time, space and resource

• No classroom walls to decorate, but an online space visible to my students



Method

1. Planning a unit with both a specific theme and product aim over a week or 
fortnight with input and production, in and out of class. 

2. Lessons with specific focus:

• Vocabulary (elicit) and present

• Information input (CLIL style)

• Writing/drafting

3. Set the project as a weekend “homework” at the end of the week/fortnight to 
be uploaded to the platform for everyone to see.



Example Unit
Animals, Habitats and the Environment - Week One

• Elicit and present vocabulary for different habitats (their characteristics, the 
animals that live there, the environmental problems they face)

• British Council lesson materials about different habitats and problems in the 
habitats.

• Following a model paragraph about the rainforest, write about the Arctic.  



Example Unit
Animals, Habitats and the Environment - Week Two

• Elicit and present types of animals (birds, reptiles, etc) and parts of each - 
reinforce with a guessing game

• Using a model to write about two animals. 

• CLIL Materials for problems in the environment and solutions

• Game to reinforce language (and reward hard work)



Outcomes 1
Qualitative

1. I was impressed with their enthusiasm and inspired by their prior knowledge 
especially for the environment project.

2. The learners were keen to get creative and share their ideas and knowledge.

3. The projects gave more autonomy to the students than I would normally give 
in the classroom — a lesson to take back with me to the physical classroom 
— and allowed them to explore areas of interest to them in the target 
language. 

• I learned about some animals that I didn’t know much about, the Iberian 
Lynx for example.



Outcomes 2
Projects 
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